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 Call to Order:  7:01 PM 
 Warden’s Report: (SK Don Williams) 
 Opening Prayer: (Our Father) 
 Pledge Of Allegiance: 
 MIA/POW chair ceremony: (SK Joey Lipsey) 

 
 

 Opening Ode: 
 
Sing ye his praises loud and long and let the unenlightened know. In ev’ry echo of your song, the great deeds 
done tho’ long ago. By Columbus of the valiant soul, who first old Neptune has controlled. Despite of Envy, 
Intrigue, Gold, in the dim past of long ago. With vessels three o’er stormy sea, he thrilled the world of long ago. 
While wisdom linked with destiny, in justice scales its weight did throw. We are his heirs; We wear his name; 
We boast his deeds; We spread his fame. Our order is the shining flame, that lights the gloom of long ago. 
 

The following officers were in attendance at the Business Meeting: 
P Grand Knight: Andy Sciacca E  Inside Guard:  Dan Golombisky 
P Deputy Grand Knight: Ken Johnston    Outside Guard:  Open 
P  Chancellor: Dave Kuboushek E Trustee (3rd Yr.):  Walter Preddy 
P  Recorder: Ralph Cooper  P  Trustee (2nd Yr.): Joel H Lipsey 
P  Treasurer: Tom S Clifton P Trustee (1st Yr.): Chris Cushing  
P   Advocate: John W Towell E  Financial Secretary: Mike O’Kane 
P Warden: Don Williams P Lecturer: Conor Towell 
    Chaplain:  Open 
     

(P) Present   (A) Absent  (E) Excused  (X) Attended after Roll Call 
 

• Chaplain’s Message: Showing Oneself a Strong, Faithful Man of God  
(Excerpt from Becoming a Real Man of God (#322), by Father Roger J. Landry)  
Over the past several decades, for many reasons, men have been suffering an identity crisis. Whereas in former 
days, a son would clearly have grasped his father’s instruction, “Show yourself a man,” today such a curt 
instruction might not be so readily understood. The messages our culture broadcasts about what it means to be a 
“real man” are inconsistent and confusing. In movies and on television, images of men vary widely from 
violent, take-no-prisoner pseudo-superheroes, to smooth-talking, machismo-driven womanizers, to sheepish and 
vulnerable women fearers who seem to want to be one of the girls more than one of the guys. Professional 
sports figures often leave men and boys empty of genuine role models, too. Rare is the positive image of 
ordinary, hardworking men who are faithful to God, to the Church, to their wives, and to their families and 
friends. Within the Church, as well, it is not as easy as it once was for men and boys to find living examples of 
what it means to be a “man of God.” Within this context, it is urgent to return to the question of what it means 
to be a man from God’s perspective and explore his vocation in the Church and in the world. Does man’s God-
given mission differ from woman’s, and if, how? Are there any role models men can turn to in order to learn 
how to become the men their Father in heaven calls them to be? How can men today arm and defend themselves 
against the cultural phenomena that are weakening their identity and diverting them from their God-given tasks? 
• Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting: Motion to accept the minutes from the April 10, 2018 business 
meeting as corrected and distributed by e-mail was made and approved.  
• Report of Admissions Committee and Reading of Applications (SK Dave Kuboushek).  None      
• Balloting for Membership (New members, readmissions, reapplications, transfers):  The council welcomed 
two transfers:  Owen Simon (from council 3390, Immaculate Conception Church, Durham, NC) and Rodney Irizarry 
(from council #13052 St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Lawrenceville, Ga).  Glad to have you guys aboard! 
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• Grand Knight’s Report (SK Andy Sciacca) 
o Special Olympics Spring Games (Color Guard): April 20, 2018.  Thanks to Brothers Joel Lipsey; Chris  
 Cushing, Dave Lucas, Russ Owen and Don Williams for presenting the colors for this event.    
o Membership Drive: Weekend of April 21 & 22, 2018.  Happy to announce two new transfers (see   
 above) and two new prospects identified. 
o 5th Sunday Rosary Recitation: April 28 & 29, 2018.  Thanks were given to all the brothers who helped  
  with this event which covered the three masses.  Even the choir joined in at the 11:30 mass. 
o Budget Meeting: May 2, 2018.  A budget was derived at a meeting at Brother Mike OKane’s home.   
  The proposed 2018-2019 budget was discussed/reviewed and a PDF of the 2018-2019  
  numbers were attached to the e-mail.      
o Durham VA Run, Walk, & Roll (SK Joel Lipsey): May 5, 2018.  Special thanks from Tom Dupree and  
  Joel Lipsey for those who manned this event.   
o 1st Communion Breakfast: May 5, 2018.  This much appreciated event was a success serving   
  approximately 60-75 1st communicants and their families.   
o State Convention: May 5, 2018.  Council 13812 was well recognized at this meeting held in Hickory,  
  NC receiving: 

 1st place for the Council’s Scrapbook for the 2nd year in a row (way to go Dave Kuboushek), 
 2nd place in NC State for the Council’s website (Mike Peters) 
 the Matrix award for a second year in a row, and 
 The Division II State Officers award for top council.   

o Knight(s) of the Month: SK John “Willie” Towell; SK & Dave Kuboushek:   Brother Willie received special 
recognition for his tireless work with the Parish Youth (TYM) and for his participation in the State 
convention. Brother Dave was recognized for his constant work and sacrifices in composing the 
Scrapbook.  

o Family of the Month: SK Joel & Kathy Lipsey.  Brother Joel is recognized for his ongoing work with the 
Color Core, the Durham Run, walk & Roll etc. and his wife, Kathy, is recognized for receiving the 
Volunteer of the Year at the Durham Veterans Affairs Medical Center.  Thanks to both for their selfless 
and tireless contributions to the community.   

  
• Submission of proposed budget to Council for review.  A copy of the budget was distributed, the format 

described and the certain items were highlighted.  Brothers were asked to review as this budget will be 
reviewed and voted on at the June, 2018 Business Meeting.  A copy of the budget is attached below. 

• Auditor’s and Trustee’s Report (SKs Walter Preddy, Joel Lipsey & Chris Cushing) 
 
  
 
 
 Election of Officers for FY 2018 -2019.   The list of candidates was proposed at the April Business meeting and 

circulated in the minutes.  The following list represents the officers elected by acclimation.  For each position 
the candidates name was proposed and the council was asked if there were any other proposed names for 
that position.  This was done three times, after which a voice vote taken.  The following list represents  
o Grand Knight:   SK Kenneth R Johnston 
o Deputy Grand Knight: SK David J Kuboushek 
o Chancellor:   This position remains open and there is an urgent call for a volunteer to fulfill this important 

duty.  The Chancellor  
 Has the duty of strengthening the members’ interest in council activities 



Council 13812 Pope John Paul II Council, May 8 Business Meeting minutes 
  

3 
 

 Assists the grand knight and deputy grand knight with their duties as assigned 
 Recommended to serve on the council’s Admission Committee 

o Financial Secretary: SK Mike O’Kane (appointed position) 
o Treasurer: SK Tom Clifton  
o Warden: SK Don Williams  
o Recorder: SK Ralph Cooper  
o Advocate: SK John “Willie” Towell  
o Inner Guard: This position remains open.  The duties of the inside are to:   

 Attend the doors of the council chamber, checking for current membership cards and allowing 
entrance 

o Outer Guard: SK Bob Larson  
o Trustee, 1st Year: SK Andrew Sciacca  
o Trustee, 2nd Year: SK Joel Lipsey  
o Trustee, 3rd Year: SK Chris Cushing  
o Lector: SK Conor Towell   (appointed position) 
o Chaplain: Open  

 Chancellor’s Report (SK Dave Kuboushek).  SK Kuboushek floated a proposal to increase recruitment that 
included compiling a list of eligible men in the congregation who are not already Knights.  This list could then be 
shared with Father who, in turn, could further screen the candidates and approach those individuals for 
potential membership in our Council.   

 Service Program Reports (Brother Ken Johnston) o Church Director – SK Mike Memrick 
o Church Director – SK Mike Memrick noted that each first Thursday of the month, Keven McMahon and 

Maria say a morning rosary @6:30 AM.  Every Tuesday, two rosaries are said @ 11:15 AM before mass. 
These rosaries are said with additional Cenacle prayers. The 5th Sunday rosaries are on the schedule, just 
remember if a month has 5 Sundays, then a rosary will be said 1/2 hour before each mass. All Knights and 
their families are always welcome. 

o Community Director – SK Joel Lipsey again thanked the Council for their help in the Durham VA Run, 
Walk, & Roll event which was quite successful.  

o Council Director – SK Don Williams reported that he would be working to find a way to place the many 
non-displayed Council awards on the wall.  He also noted that he has an additional filing cabinet for the 
Council's use.   

o Culture of Life Director – Open  
o Family Director – Brother Paul Andrews briefly reviewed his plans for the proposed Knights- Only 

Summer Family Picnic.  Brother Paul has put a lot of thought into this event and your imput will assure 
its success.  Most importantly, he is looking for volunteers to assist with a variety of duties associated 
with this event.  Please see below (attachment) and consider how you can help.  

o Membership – Brother Ken Johnston 
o Op LAMB – SK Chris Cushing.  The position of head of OpLamb is now vacant and a volunteer is sought 

to fill this important role.  SK Chris noted that the first collection will take place at the Harris Teeter 
(MLK Blvd) on June 2,2018.  A sign-up sheet will be circulated.   

o Parish Council – DGK Ken Johnston  
Public Relations – SK Dave Kuboushek  

o Social Media – Brother Paul Andrews  
o Website – this position is open, someone with appropriate skills is needed to fill this important role. 
o Youth – SK Willie Towell explained that the TYM finished a very successful year and upcoming events 

include the Baccalaureate mass (5 PM mass, June, 2, 2018), Vacation Bible School June 24-28, 2018 
(may need Knights to volunteer) and a Knights’s-sponsored “Beach Retreat” (August 24-26, 2018) two 
events are upcoming.   
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 Report of Standing Committees  
 Unfinished Business  

o Mass at the Cathedral/Dinner: Postponed to next Fraternal Year 
o Retention Committee: Names to be submitted to DGK for processing  
o 1st Degree Ceremonial Team:  

 Purchase of Council 13812 1st Degree Ceremonials  
 Proposed dates for quarterly 1st Degrees (these will be hard dates placed on the State calendar).  The 

Council may hold additional ceremonies may be held if circumstances arise.   
 August 18, 2018  

November 17, 2018  
 February 17, 2019  
 May 19, 2019   

o 2nd Degree Ceremonial Team: 
 Meeting on May 20, 2018, 6:30 – 8:00 PM 
 St. Matthew’s Parish Hall  

o New Council Shirts (SK Dave Kuboushek 
 $20 per shirt/$12 per hat 
 Orders available for distribution 

o Fraternal Year 2018-2019 Budget Submission  
o Appointment of Program Directors for FY 2018-2019  
o Mother’s Day 

 Distribute Carnations.   Need volunteers to distribute carnations after masses on May 12 & 13,  
 2018 Pancake Breakfast.   Sunday, May 13, 2018; 9:00 – 11:00 AM in St. Matthew’s Parish Hall 
 Need volunteers to man several stations.  

 New Business 
o New Council Shirts (SK Dave Kuboushek) Brother Dave has a sign-up sheet for new council polo shirts 

(starting at $20 per shirt; prices increase with size;  $12 per cap). 
o Ramp Construction: 613 Wildwood Drive, Durham, NC; SK Mike Memrick.  Volunteers needed! 
o VA Bingo: May 16, 2018, 2nd floor CLC, 6:30 PM. 
o Roadside Cleanup: May 19, 2018; 8:30 AM; St. Matthew’s Church, Parish Hall & Road  

LAMB Store Front Campaign: June 2, 2018; 8:00 – 6:00 PM; Harris Teeter @University Place  
Family Picnic & Officer Installment: June 9, 2018; 5:30 – 8:30 PM; STM Parish Hall  

o Officer Training: June 23, 2018; Holy Cross Church;  8:30 – 4:30 PM  
o Men & Women’s Retreat: 8:30 – 11:00 AM; STM Parish Hall; Hosted by Father Lesak 
o Membership Drive: July 7 & 8, 2018, Masses; Father Lesak presiding.  All Knights are should wear their T-

shirts and badges.   
• Report of the 4th Degree (SK Andy Sciacca) 

o 4th Degree Exemplification: April 14, 2018 at St. Francis of Assisi Church, Raleigh, NC. 
o Special Olympics Spring Games Color Guard.  April 20, 2018.  Durham Academy.  Thanks to SK Joel for 

taking the lead. 
o Future 4th degree meeting dates. 
o May Meeting:  Tuesday May 22, 2018; 7:00PM; STM Parish Hall.  Election of Officers is on Agenda. 
o June Meeting:  Tuesday June 26, 2018; 7:00PM; STM Parish Hall,  
o Installment Ceremony & July Meeting July 24, 2018; 7:00PM; STM Parish Hall; Potluck with Council 3005. 
o Memorial Day Speakers:  5:30 Mass, SK Joel Lipsey; 8:30 Mass SK Andy Sciacca; 11:00 Mass, SK Chris 

Cushing.   
 Field Agents Report (SK Michael McDonough). On vacation  
 District Deputy’s Report (DD SK Tim Hall). 
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o The DD congratulated the council for their “showing” at the State Convention in Hickory.  Stating that this 
was a testament to commitment of the Council members and certainly impressive give the size of Council 
13812.  

o The DD congratulated those Council members included in the slate of new officers.  He encouraged all 
Brothers holding their 3rd degree to get involved and volunteer for the open Council officer positions (inside 
guard and chancellor).  These can be rewarding experiences. 

o The DD emphasized the need for all officers (especially new officers) to attend the training to be held June 
23, 2018, 8:30AM-4:30PM at Holy Cross Church.    Electronic training is available for the GK, DGK and FS 
(these officers may be asked for the certificate showing they took this training…aren’t you guys lucky) 

• Good of the Order: SK John Toohil, SK Chris Cushing, SK Mike O’Kane, Fr. Bob Diegelman, SK Don Williams, 
 Brother Joe Marro & Family, SK Jim Godowitch, Mr. Robert Kelly, SK Ray and Sheila Anderson,  Faye Ellen 
 Kuehn Van Bibber (Walt Kuehn’s sister) and Thurman Miller (Walt Kuehn’s brother-in-law).   
• Lecturer’s Report (SK Conor Towell).   Brother Conor led a discussion about keeping priorities with God, the 
 Family and Yourself.  Below is the text of this well-thought- out lecture:   

  “Men on your tables I have placed three rocks. I would like you to work as a team or by 
yourself to stack the three rocks on top of each other. Here are the rules, you can’t use anything 
on your table to help your stack stay up, and you can’t be touching it when you’ve finished. I 
reserve the right to come around and shake your table if need be. So don’t cheat. 
I am going to read to you Matthew 7:24-27. What in the story arises and beats against the 
house? What happens when the house is built on sand? Solid rock?   Well I have about three 
minutes of time left and you have three rocks to stack. So get cracking and start stacking 
brothers !!!!”  
Knights continued to stack the rocks to find that the rocks are stacked in order from biggest to 
smallest. God was on the bottom, the middle sized rock was your family and the smallest rock 
was you. YOU (at the top) at the top must look down to see who got you to where you are and 
who is supporting them…GOD.” Contact Conor Towell for more info or clarification (919)259-
1433 

• Closing Prayer (Hail Mary & Glory Be)  
• Closing Ode: Due to time considerations, a motion was made to forgo the closing ode, seconded and passed.    
• Adjournment 8:30+PM :o( 
 
 Addendum 
Below is a memo from Paul Andrews detailing points for consideration for the upcoming Knights-Only summer family 
picnic. All are asked to provide their input to Brother Paul and certainly offer their help with this “fun” event  

Knights-Only Summer Family Picnic 
 
Invited: Knights, Spouses, Kids, Grandkids cousins, aunts, uncles.    
Location: Parish picnic grove & Social Hall 
Date: Saturday June 9th 
Time:  6:30 -9:30? pm (after 5 pm mass)   
Menu: Burgers and dogs, paid/grilled/served by the Knights 
Drinks:  ice tea (sweet & unsweet), lemonade,   
Sides (potato salad, macaroni salad, chips, pretzels, etc.) and Desserts 
Family Pot luck - use a website to sign up  
Activities:  

o Knights Officers Appreciation – Ken 
o 2 Boom boxes for radio music (inside and outside)  
o Campfire for roasting marshmallows 
o Water balloon toss (if a hot night) 
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o Rent bounce house/slide for kids/grandkids?    
o Soccer net for bigger kids kicking?    
o Portable basketball hoop for teens?    
o Recent Christian themed movie?    
o Decks of Cards 

Supplies to purchase:  
Burgers & dogs, buns, drinks, ice –   
Cups/plates/napkins/utensils –   
Disposable plastic table cloths for outside 
Marshmallows, balloons  
Bounce house rental? 
Firewood –   
Volunteers:  
Set-up – 2 men, 5:00 – will need to clean up the picnic grove 
Cooking – 2 men? 6:00 
Serving – 2 men? 6:30 
Campfire maintenance – ? 7:00 
Youth activities – 2 men, 7:00 
Clean-up – 2 men, 8:30 
   


